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 בס"ד

A Collection of Inspiring Insights "ט שב גי  
13 Sh’vat 
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 Besamei HaTorah …Beneath the Surface 
By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

   אז ישיר משה ובני ישראל (טו:א)
Then Moshe and the Bnei Yisroel sang (15:1) 

The Gematria (numerical value) of the word ‘Az’ (אז), is 8 [1 (א) + 8 = (ז) 7]. 
Moshe said, “In the merit of Milah, that was given on the eighth day, the 
sea was split. Therefore, they came to sing with ‘Az’.” Rebbe Levi said, “It 
states (Tehilim 136:13), 'לגוזר ים סוף לגזרים' – ‘To Him Who divided the Sea 
of Reeds into parts’. In Aramaic, the word for Mohalin, circumcised ones, 
is Gazorim, which proves that the sea split in the merit of Milah.”  

(Medrash Tanchuma Yashan, Otzer HaMedrashim)  
 

 Parshah Thoughts - Ideas and Reflections - Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
Why didn’t Moshe inform the people of the double portion of Mann that 

would fall for them on Shabbos? Rashbam answers (16:23), by causing the 
people to be surprised and curious about this change, this would lead to a 
greater appreciation for Shabbos. A great way to be able to educate people is 
through ways of piquing their curiosity, which leads to their interaction and 
inquiring about it, which develops into a thirst to understand. 

 

 Working on our Middos 
Rav Avraham Yaakov Pam, zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah Torah Vodaas, 

was renowned for his humility and sensitivity to every Jew. Whenever he rode on 
a bus with the Yeshivah Bochurim, he always tried to sit next to a group of younger 
boys and strike up a friendly conversation. He would ask them their names, and 
what they had learned in Yeshivah that day. Once, when he was asked for the 
reason behind this interesting practice, and why he didn’t choose to sit with the 
older Bochurim, he explained, “Of course, I would also enjoy sitting with the older 
Bochurim and talking in learning with them, but I am worried that they might feel 
uncomfortable with me asking them about their learning. They might feel like I’m 
testing them. The younger boys, however, are not afraid of this. Therefore, I choose 
to sit with the younger boys, to spare the older boys any discomfort!” 
 B’Kitzur – The Halachos of a Sefer Torah and other Sifrei Kodesh 

If a Sefer Torah fell from one’s hand, even if it was covered with its 
mantle, he is required to fast. It is customary that those who saw this happen 
should fast as well. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 28:12) 
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 The Siddur Speaks 
Rav Yisroel of Ruzhin, zt”l, once related the 

following story to a group that had gathered 
around him. There was a Chasid who earned a 
comfortable living as a fur merchant. Once a year, 
he traveled to a large fair and invested all his 
money in fur-lined coats, hats, and boots. He sold 
these items throughout the freezing cold winter 
and made a very nice profit. This was how he 
supported his family. One year, there was an 
unusually warm winter, and nobody bought his fur 
garments. The merchant was stuck with all of his 
merchandise, and his family began to go hungry. 
One morning, just as the Chasid was leaving for 
Shul, the Poritz’s wagon pulled up to his home. 
The Poritz said to the merchant, “Good morning! 
I would like to buy your entire stock of fur.” 
The Chasid replied, “I’m sorry, but I don’t do 
business before Davening.” And here, Rav Yisroel 
fell silent, and he smiled at the crowd. Those 
gathered just looked him, and finally, someone 
said, “Nu? And how does the story end?”              
Rav Yisroel exclaimed, “End? That’s the end of 
the story! Just look at the extent of a Jew’s Emunah 
and Bitachon in Hashem, that a huge business deal 
came his way, and he turned it down to go Daven!” 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Noda B’Yehudah, Rav Yechezkel Landau of Prague, zt”l, was once 
approached by two Yidden who were collecting money to ransom Jewish 

captives. They explained to him that they needed 300 gold coins in order to 
free the prisoners. To their great surprise, the Noda B’Yehudah reached into 
his drawer, and handed them 290 gold coins! They were delighted to have 
achieved most of their goal so quickly, but at the same time, they were a 

little puzzled. One of them asked, “Forgive us for questioning you, Rebbe, 
but if you are spending so much money for this Mitzvah, why not add 

another ten coins and merit to complete the Mitzvah by yourself?” The Noda 
B’Yehudah replied, “I want other people to also have a chance to share in 

this great Mitzvah as well. That’s why I won’t give you the full sum!” 
 



 Sterling Character 
One should be involved in his business affairs only to the extent that it enables him to 

acquire what he needs for his daily living, as the Pasuk in Tehilim says (37:16),          
“A little is better for the Tzadik”. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 29:2) 

In Perfect Measure 
This instruction is quoted from the Rambam in Hilchos Dei’os (1:4) that one should 

not work in his business, except to earn what he needs for his immediate use, as we learn 
from the Pasuk in Tehilim (37:16), “A little is good for the righteous.” The Orchos 
Tzadikim (2) teaches that one who is a modest will be a happy person and satisfied with 
what Hashem has blessed him with, whether it be great or small. This is learned from 
the same Pasuk in Tehilim as well. When one rejoices in what he has, he settles his mind 
from the tribulations of the world. This frees his mind to pursue further wisdom in his 
Torah learning, and in his service to Hashem. 

The Mishnah Brurah (156:2, with Sha’ar HaTzion 3) states that one must be careful 
in regard to not working to earn more than one actually requires to live, because one who 
does so, has actually fallen to his Yetzer Hara who is convincing him that he needs more 
money, and that he has to buy more things. The advice he gives to overcome this, is to 
imagine that one had to provide food and clothing for his friend, according to whatever 
the need may be for him and his family, and once that need is met, he doesn’t need to 
provide for them anymore. One should take that same standard and apply it to himself, 
and say he earned enough when his basic needs have been met. In this way, the Mishnah 
Brurah writes that one will be able to keep the work that he has to do secondary in his 
life, and keep his Torah learning primary. 

The Chofetz Chaim writes (Biur Halachah 529, s.v. V’al Yitzamtzeim, see also 
Ahavas Chesed II 20:4,5) that one must be very careful with things that are permitted to 
him regarding life’s pleasures, because this causes much Bitul Torah and Bitul Tefilah. 
People waste so much of their time chasing after money that they don’t even need, and 
this will only serve to bring them down in life. This also causes tremendous damage to 
his children and grandchildren, because they will adopt this similar lifestyle and follow 
in his ways of chasing money. It will also arouse the jealousy of others, in addition to 
many other bad things and problems. The ways of the pious is that even when Hashem 
has Bentched them with wealth, they live simply, and suffice with the minimum of what 
they need to get by. The rest of their money they give to Tzedakah. Praiseworthy are 
these people in this world, and it will be very good for them in Olam Haba! 

For a while, the Chofetz Chaim supported his family by running a grocery store in 
Radin. His wife would tend the store, and he took care of the accounts and kept track of 
the weights. He would clean the scales daily and test his weights to make sure that he 
was giving his customers the true measure. The scrupulous honesty that the           
Chofetz Chaim ran the establishment with brought many customers to his store. 
The Chofetz Chaim felt that if too many people would come to his store, though, it would 
take business away from the other grocers in the town, and he did not want to do anything 
that would harm the Parnasah of another Yid. Therefore, the Chofetz Chaim made some 
calculations, and determined that he would likely earn all that he needed to live on for 
the day, within just a few hours of the store being open. He instructed his wife to close 
the store every day at the time by which he estimated that they had earned a sufficient 
amount to meet their daily expenses, on the average, according to his calculations. In 
this way, he hoped that with his limited hours, the other stores would still have enough 
business, and he would only have working hours enough to earn what he needed to live 
on. Eventually, due to his honesty, the Chofetz Chaim saw that more customers were 
still coming to his grocery, despite the limited hours, and in order to save his competitors, 
he closed his store entirely and focused instead on selling his Seforim. The Chofetz 
Chaim was one of those individuals who lived with the pure truth in his heart 
that Parnasah comes directly form Hashem, and he knew that if he would keep his store 
open for only a short while each day, he would still have no need to worry about the next 
day. The Chofetz Chaim was exemplary in his sincere belief that, “If I earned what I 
need to live on today, why should I work any longer? Whatever tomorrow’s needs 
are, Hashem will provide for them as well!” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

                   L’Maaseh 
Once, a man who was experiencing a great number of 

difficulties called Rav Asaf Aharoni, who was one of                       
Rav Mordechai Eliyahu’s assistants. Several people had suggested 
to this man that he get advice and help from Rav Eliyahu, who 
could try and sort out his problems. The man asked Rav Aharoni 
to approach Rav Eliyahu on his behalf. Rav Eliyahu, when he 
heard about the man’s difficulties, instructed Rav Asaf to ask this 
man about his Mezuzos, and see if he had checked them recently. 
The man replied that all of his Mezuzos in his home were new and 
good, but he said that since Rav Eliyahu suggested to check them, 
he would do so. The man took his Mezuzos to be checked, and the 
Sofer told him that they were all Kosher to the highest level. He 
called Rav Aharoni with this information and asked what he should 
do next. Rav Aharoni turned to Rav Eliyahu, only to hear him 
repeat that there was a problem with the Mezuzos. Rav Aharoni 
knew that when Rav Eliyahu would check Mezuzos himself, 
sometimes he would say, “This was written by a Sofer that has 
Yiras Shamayim,” and sometimes he wouldn’t say anything at all. 
When questioned as to how he knew this, he responded, “When I 
hold the parchment, and I can feel it.” The Mezuzos of this man 
were being checked by someone else, not Rav Eliyahu, so             
Rav Aharoni thought that perhaps the first Sofer hadn’t been 
enough of an expert. He sent the man to a Sofer that he himself 
knew and trusted, and the man paid to have his Mezuzos checked 
for the second time. The second Sofer, when he was finished, 
declared that the Mezuzos were indeed Kosher to the highest 
standard. He also investigated who had written the Mezuzos, and 
learned that the Sofer from whom the man had purchased the 
Mezuzos was certainly a G-d-fearing Jew. When the man came 
back to Rav Aharoni, he was understandably distressed. He had 
now paid twice to have his Mezuzos checked, and each time he 
heard that they were fine. He asked if he was being fooled by those 
who called Rav Eliyahu a Mekubal, because clearly, he was not 
getting the help he needed. This man wasn’t someone who was 
accustomed to going to Rabbis for advice, and had only come to 
Rav Eliyahu because he had a number of problems, and a few 
people had suggested it. He said that he was regretting his decision, 
and justified himself for not trusting Rabbis. Rav Aharoni began 
to worry that this episode could lead to a Chilul Hashem, Chas 
V’Shalom, and he approached Rav Eliyahu to discuss it with him 
again. Rav Eliyahu simply said, “This man has to check his 
Mezuzos.” Rav Aharoni, slightly exasperated, explained that the 
Mezuzos were checked multiple times, and nothing was found to 
be wrong with them. Rav Eliyahu smiled and said, “Is it my fault 
that he puts his Mezuzos on upside down?” Rav Aharoni called the 
man and asked him to describe how he had put his Mezuzos on his 
doorpost. From the description the man gave him, it immediately 
became clear that the man was indeed inserting them in their cases 
upside down, just as Rav Eliyahu had said! Rav Aharoni explained 
how to properly hang the Mezuzos, and the man thanked him 
profusely. Before he hung up the phone, the man inquired how   
Rav Aharoni had known that he was putting the Mezuzos in upside 
down. He answered that Rav Eliyahu had told him so. The man 
was astonished. He said, “How on earth did he know that my 
Mezuzos were upside down? He’s never been to my house!”        
Rav Aharoni said, “To this question, I have no answer!” 
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